VI.

THE  COMMERCE  OF  THE  LEAGUE WITH  THE

NETHERLANDS  AND  SOUTHERN  EUROPE.

AMONG the Western countries not even England
attracted the attention of the League so powerfully as
did the Netherlands, with their cosmopolitan market
of Bruges, a market which, as early as the days of
King Canute, was already of great importance. There
was to be found every element needful to second their
vast ambition and to foster their activity. In Flanders
lived the most industrious nation in Europe, dwelling
in opulent cities, having excellent harbours and
markets, where all the necessaries of life, and all
objects of luxury abounded. In these markets our
traders could find all the articles most eagerly sought
after by the inhabitants of more northern climes,
while they, in their turn, could furnish the Flemings
with the productions of the North, and especially with
those which were necessary to a maritime people.
Thus the League had cunningly got into their hands
the whole monopoly of hemp, so needful for rope
making. Indeed, it must ever be borne in mind that
the Hansa had the monopoly In those days of the
whole industry and of all the products of Northern
and Eastern Europe. This active and profitable com-